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CONFIDENTIAL SANTO DOMINGO 1948 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PFOR 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION AGAIN THREATENS TO BOYCOTT ELECTIONS 
REF: SD-1936 

1. ON MAY 10, THE CENTRAL ELECTORAL BOARD (JCE) ISSUED 

A RESOLUTION INTRODUCING SEVERAL MAJOR MODIFICATIONS IN 
THE CURRENT ELECTORAL PROCESS, THE MOST IMPORTANT OF 
WHICH PERMITS VOTERS TO CAST THEIR BALLOT AT ANY POLLING 
BOOTH WITHIN THE MUNICIPALITY WHERE THEY ARE REGISTERED 
RATHER THAN ONLY AT THE SPECIFIC BOOTH WHERE THEY ARE 
INSCRIBED. TO SWEETEN THE PILL FOR THE OPPOSITION, THE 
JCE ALSO RESOLVED THAT ITS MAY 3 RULING ELIMINATING THE 
NECESSITY OF PRESENTING ONE'S IDENTIFICATION CARD (CEDULA) 
WHEN VOTING HAD BEEN RESCINDED. MOREOVER, THE JCE ALSO 
RULED THAT THOSE WHO ALREADY HAD BEEN INFORMED OF THE 
LOCATION OF THEIR POLLING BOOTH WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
VOTE ELSEWHERE AND THAT THOSE WHO STILL DID NOT KNOW 
WHERE THEY WERE REGISTERED COULD ONLY VOTE ELSEWHERE 
AFTER 12 NOON ON ELECTION DAY. 

2. NOT UNEXPECTEDLY, THIS COMPROMISE SOLUTION WAS 
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PROMPTLY ANNOUNCED ON MAY 1 1 (AND REITERATED ON MAY 12) 
THAT ALL FOUR PARTIES COMPOSING THE ACCORD WOULD BOYCOTT 
THE MAY 16 ELECTIONS IF 
THE JCE RESOLUTION PERMITTING 

THE ELECTORATE TO VOTE ANYWHERE WAS NOT RESCINDED. A 
SERIES OF SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS BETWEEN THE JCE AND OP- 
POSITION LEADERS HAD AS OF MAY 13 FAILED TO 
BREAK THE CURRENT IMPASSE. 

3. COMMENT: NOW IN THE FINAL TWO DAYS, THE DOMINICAN 
ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN IS PROVING TO BE A REAL CLIFF-HANGER. 
THE OPPOSITION IS DEEPLY DIVIDED OVER THE BOYCOTT ISSUE, 

SOME APPARENTLY FEARING THAT OFFICIAL FRAUD MAY DEPRIVE 
THEM OF AN ELECTORAL VICTORY. THEY ARE THUS UNWILLING TO 
"LEGITIMATIZE" THE NEW ADMINISTRATION BY PARTICIPATION 

IN THE ELECTIONS. OTHERS, HOWEVER, SEEMINGLY FEEL THAT 
HALF A LOAF IS BETTER THAN NONE, ANTICIPATING WINNING 
A NUMBER OF SEATS IN THE CONGRESS AS WELL AS SEVERAL 
IMPORTANT MAYORSHIPS. 

4. THE JCE ITSELF IS REPORTEDLY UNDER CONTINUING 
PRESSURE FROM THE GOVERNMENT AS WELL AS FROM MANY INDE- 
PENDENT DOMINICANS WHO BELIEVE THE INCONVENIENCES OF THE 
NEW ELECTORAL REGISTER WILL SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE THE 
TOTAL NUMBER OF VOTERS. WHETHER ALL PARTIES CONCERNED 
WILL BE ABLE TO FIND A FACE-SAVING SOLUTION TO PERMIT 

THE OPPOSITION TO RUN REMAINS TO BE SEEN. IN ANY EVENT, 
PRESIDENT BALAGUER HAS PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT SHOULD 
THE OPPOSITION BOYCOTT THE ELECTIONS, HE WILL NOT HESITATE 
TO RUN ALONE. 

5. FURTHER CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE JCE AND OP- 
POSITION ARE SCHEDULED FOR TODAY, MAY 13. 

CROWLEY 
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